
 

22 May Abram & Lot Genesis 13:1-14:16 

Abram and Lot Separate 

13 1 So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot 
with him, into the Negeb. 

2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he journeyed on 
from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place where he had made an altar at the 
first. And there Abram called upon the name of the LORD. 5 And Lot, who went with 
Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, 6 so that the land could not support 
both of them dwelling together; for their possessions were so great that they could 
not dwell together, 7 and there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s 
livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites were dwelling in the land. 

8 Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, and 
between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. 9 Is not the whole 
land before you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go 
to the right, or if you take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 10 And Lot lifted 
up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere like the 
garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. (This was 
before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself all 
the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated from each other. 
12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the 
valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked, 
great sinners against the LORD. 

14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes 
and look from the place where you are, northwards and southwards and eastwards 
and westwards, 15 for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your 
offspring for ever. 16 I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if 
one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17 Arise, 
walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 18 So 
Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at 
Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD. 

14 1 In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer 
king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2 these kings made war with Bera king of 
Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 And all these joined forces in the 
Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve years they had served 
Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year 
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and defeated the Rephaim 
in Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and the 
Horites in their hill country of Seir as far as El-paran on the border of the 
wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh) and 
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defeated all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were 
dwelling in Hazazon-tamar. 

8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, and they joined battle in the 
Valley of Siddim 9 with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel 
king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five. 10 Now the Valley 
of Siddim was full of bitumen pits, and as the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, 
some fell into them, and the rest fled to the hill country. 11 So the enemy took all 
the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their 
way. 12 They also took Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, who was dwelling in 
Sodom, and his possessions, and went their way. 

13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, who was living by 
the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies 
of Abram. 14 When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led 
forth his trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as 
Dan. 15 And he divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and 
defeated them and pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 Then he 
brought back all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman Lot with his 
possessions, and the women and the people. 
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Questions for Discussion 

1. Read Genesis 13. Abram has been travelling NE out of Egypt into the Negeb 
desert (13:1) south of what we know as Judea, and thence north through Judea 
as far as Bethel, which was north of biblical Jerusalem, south of biblical 
Shechem in Samaria. I.e., northwards through most of the Promised Land. The 
total company was probably well into the thousands, including herdsmen and 
militias for Abram and Lot, who were thus exceedingly wealthy. 

Abram is back at his earlier altar. What does he do there, and why? What does 
the word ‘calling’ connote? How important is this? How should we do the same, 
in principle at least even though we don’t build physical altars? 

2. Why do you think the last half of v.7 is there? What should we learn from this 
with regard to our own day and the lives we live in the world? 

3. What do you think it was about Abram that caused him to give the choice to Lot 
(13:9)? How does that apply to us in our day? What aspect of godly living needs 
to be seen in us, especially in relation to our brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as towards the world?  

4. And what aspect of Lot’s ungodliness needs not to be seen in us. When we are 
tempted to be selfish, what thoughts should go through our mind, and what 
should we do with our eyes (13:10)?  

5. Apart from the selfishness entailed, what was so unwise and so tragic about 
Lot’s choice? The clue is in v.10b and v.12-13. In what sort of circumstances 
might we today flirt with the same sort of temptation? When we ourselves 
today ‘lift up our eyes and see’ something deliciously attractive, even if it is an 
intrinsically good thing or morally neutral in itself, how should we evaluate it as 
to whether it would make a wise choice or not? Give examples, or share times 
when you have made an unwise choice in this regard. 

6. Notice how God repeats his promise to Abram, and enlarges upon it, in 13:14-
17, after Abram has been left the hill country by Lot’s choice of the Jordan 
valley. This, of course, is exactly God’s choice for Abram – Abram ends up 
getting (or his descendants do) exactly what God purposes for him.  What does 
this tell us about (a) God, (b) Abram, (c) God’s purposes? Apply this to ourselves! 

7. What can we learn from the riveting narrative account of the battles of 14:1-
16? 

 

 

 

 


