
Jonah 3: A God of Grace                       19th May 
 

The story so far…Jonah is told to go and preach against the city of Nineveh because it is a wicked city in 
trouble because of its wickedness. Jonah has no intentions of listening and thinks he knows better than 
God and so off he runs. God pursues him and gets him to the bottom of the sea, where he came to his 
senses. At the end of chapter 2 we are left in a bit of a cliff hanger – what will God do next? Will the 
Ninevites be destroyed? What will happen to Jonah now?  
 
In this week’s study… Jonah is a book about mission: it is about God's compassion for the lost and his 
commitment to rescue them. But it is just as much about God as a missionary God: a God of grace. 
Mission is not just about the message; it's about the God behind the message; the God of whom the 
message speaks. And we see in this study that he is a God of grace: a God who forgives sinners and 
blesses them with life and sanity. Not because they deserve it but because that's the kind of God he is – a 
God of grace!  
 
READ vv1-4 
 
Contrast God's word to Jonah in 1:1-3 and 3:1-4. What is the same and what is different? Jonah 
has already disobeyed God once, why do you think God asked him a second time? What does this 
teach us about God? 
 
 
How did Jonah respond to the word of the Lord this time? Why was he response different this 
time? 
 
 
Read 3:2. What is the message Jonah has to deliver? Does it surprise you? What do we learn from 
this about God’s attitude to sin? How do you feel about this? 
 
 
READ 3: 5–10 
 
How did the Ninevites respond to Jonah's message (v5)? Whose voice did they hear?  
 
 
Look at verse 6-9. What did the people of Nineveh do when they heard the message? How is this 
an example for us to follow? 
 
 
How long did it take them to respond? What truth about God did they take seriously? 
 
 
How does this compare to how Jonah responded to the word of the Lord? 
 
 
V 10. How did God respond to their repentance? What does this show us about God? Why might 
Hebrew readers find this story surprising? 
 
 
What difference does it make to our life that the God we see in Jonah is the true and living God? 
 
 


