
The fiery ordeal                       Daniel 3.1-40  
 

Introduction 

We left Daniel and his friends in chapter 2 having been promoted, with 

Nebuchadnezzar being told his kingdom is a golden head, but on borrowed time. 

Chapter 3 shows little sign of humility in the king- on the contrary he is attempting to 

unite his nation around an idol and mass conformity. Tyrants often use (quasi) religion 

as a political cement! The chapter focuses on Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s 

response to the challenge of the mass worship. We tend to focus on the dramatic 

deliverance, but the question is not so much “will God rescue us” but “which God will 

we worship?”. As we’ll see the real miracle of chapter 3 is that the three friends refuse 

to conform. They chose to worship God rather than idols.  

The fact that the chapter is more about worship than deliverance is highlighted by the 

fact that “image” is mentioned 11 times in respect to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol. It’s as if he 

knows he’s the head of gold of chapter 2 and he’s going to milk it! But for the people of 

God it’s a ‘first commandment’ issue. Exodus 20:3: “You shall have no other gods before 

me”. God’s people need to keep the first commandment even if it costs them their lives! 

Verses 16-18 help to clarify the central issue. Deliverance is the icing on the cake! It’s 

worth noting too the parallels with chapter 6- there Daniel faces similar pressure and 

refuses to worship at the altar of mass conformity, but instead chooses to worship God, 

to similar cost.  The challenge to us is to choose to worship God alone, even if it kills us!  

Questions for Discussion    

What examples of “pressure to conform” can you think of today?  

Why is such pressure so powerful and strong?  

Daniel 3 shows us how God’s people must take a stand when it comes to the exclusive 

worship of God.  

vv1-15 

What was the king’s grand design?  

What different types of pressure do God’s people face in these verses to worship the 

king’s idol?  

How might such pressure be at work on us as believers today?  

What idols might we be tempted to bow down to as a result?  

vv16-18 

Why do the three friends take the stand they do?  

How do you think they might have justified bowing down the idol?  

What are they sure about and what are they less sure of?  



How does that confidence help them in this situation?  

“The miracle of Daniel 3 is less the deliverance from the flames, and more their courage 

in standing firm?” How might you argue for or against that statement?  

 

What situations can you think of where you’re tempted to compromise and not take a 

stand for God?   

How might the message of Daniel so far give you more confidence to take a stand?  

vv19-30 

What does the rescue from the fire show us about God’s commitment to his people?  

How does Daniel 3 help us when we’re facing difficulty and great pressure, especially 

on our faith?  

 


