
HG 8: Slave or Free? (Galatians 4:8-31)              13th Jan 

 
The big idea: In Christ we are truly free, so let’s not enslave ourselves again to rules and works religion!  
 
 

Imagine a Christian friend is beginning to drift away from church and their faith.  
What tactics/ arguments might you use to try and bring them back?  

Paul reveals his pastoral heart here as he pleads with his friends to come back- we’ll learn much from his 
love and his methods!  
 

Read v.8-20 

How does Paul describe his friends before they were Christians (vv 8-9)?  
What does this remind us about life without Christ, however “religious”?  
How would Paul’s mindset help us to have more love for friends who aren’t Christians?  
 
What does Paul say about his first contact with the Galatians in verses 12-14? 
What do we learn about Paul’s methods of evangelism and ministry?  
Why is he so worried? (See vv 9-10, 15-17) 
What does this teach us about the dangers of moving away from Christ?  
 

How does Paul’s example and passion in these verses help us and challenge us in the way we 
minister to others?  

 

Read v.21-31 
Paul draws a contrast between Abraham’s two wives and sons.  

Read Genesis 16: 1-4 and 21:1, 8-10 for the background.  
What is the difference?  
Between the two sons?  
Between the two mothers?  
What do the two mothers represent in Paul’s argument?  
 

What is the theological point Paul is making? (see vv 28 & 31) 
Why is his message so liberating?  
How does it free us from trying to earn God’s favour and blessing?  

 
 
 

Points for prayer…. 
 

• Give thanks to God for his promise in Christ which means we can be free! 
• Pray for a deep love for those we minister to. 
• Pray for wisdom to see ourselves as God sees us, and not seek to earn God’s favour through works 

and merit. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


