
HG 3: The Heart of the Matter (Galatians 2:11-21)           14th Oct  
 

The big idea: All people are saved by faith in Jesus Christ, not by works.  
 

            
 

What things do people put their hope in nowadays to give them a sense of identity and purpose?  
Why is such hope problematic from a Christian point of view?  

Paul will explain that nothing but faith in Jesus Christ can save us!  
 
 
Before you begin, it might be wise to see what Peter had learnt a while back- See Acts 11:1-17.  
What did Peter now know and how should that have affected his eating habits?  
What had the apostles also agreed at their Jerusalem meeting in Gal. 2:1-10?  
 
 

Read v.11-14 
What did Peter do wrong in Antioch?  
Why did Paul think this was so serious? (vv 13-14) 
Given what we’ve seen already in the letter (e.g. 1:6-7, 2:3, 5), what does Paul see is at stake here?  

How might we unwittingly do the same as Peter?  

 
 

Read v.15-21 
What does Paul say is the heart of the matter? (v.15-16) 

What criticism is raised against Paul in verse 17?  
What does he say is a greater sin? (V 18) 
(He probably means here putting up the old racial barriers again that the gospel tore down- see 
Eph. 2:14-18) 
 

How does Paul describe his new experience as a Christian in verses 19-20?  
Why is this so wonderfully reassuring and liberating?  

In what ways do you think are we tempted to go back to law keeping as a way of saving ourselves?  
If we are tempted to save ourselves, what does Paul say the cross is for? (v 21) 
 
 
In summing up this passage (if you have time), try to answer these questions using the language 
Paul uses:  
What was life like before I was a Christian? 
How have I been saved?  
What is life like now for me as a Christian?  
 
 

Points for prayer…. 
 

• Give thanks for the wonderful news about Jesus – his death for us and his life in us 
• Pray for great care in not imposing spiritual burdens on others which are unnecessary 
• Pray for confidence in the death of Jesus alone to save us, and to renounce all other ways of 

saving ourselves 

 
 

 


