
HG 6: Why the law? (Galatians 3:15-25)            25th Nov 
 
The big idea: Receiving God’s grace has always been the way to be saved. The law points us to Christ.  
 

             
 

What common preconceptions of Christianity do you find non-Christian friends/ relatives have?  
What assumptions do they make about how you spend your time as a believer?  

So often the assumption is that we do “religious works”. Christians too can fall for this, which is why Paul 
is so strong on grace and faith in Jesus in this section. 
 

Read v.15-18 
The false teachers’ assumption was the law was God’s improvement on the promises to Abraham, 
430 years later. So we need to keep the OT law. How does Paul answer this objection in v.15-18?  

How does his analogy of a human covenant in verse 15 help?  
What encouragement does Paul’s argument give us about God’s promises?  
How does it undermine “works religion”? 
 

Read v.19-25 
What is Paul’s answer to his own question in v.19? What do you think he means?  
In what sense do laws help us to be aware of transgression? 
(Perhaps think of an analogy like a speed limit- you only know you’re “sinning” when you discover there is 
a law against driving 70mph + !!) 

(Probably best to ignore 19b-20 or read out the explanation in the notes!!) 
What doesn’t the law achieve? (v 21) 
What does the law achieve? (vv 22-23) 
So what is the point of the law? (vv 24-25) 
 
You might want to ask at this point:  
What role, then, does the law have for believers today? Are we free to do whatever we want? (For 
help see 2:19-21, 5:13-14) 
 

Why is an awareness of sin so important for anyone to become a Christian?  
 
Many Christians often rate their Christian lives by how they are “performing”- e.g. reading the 
Bible, praying, church attendance, evangelism etc. Why is this thinking wrong, and how does this 
passage help us to get our thinking straight? 

 

 

Points for prayer…. 
 

• Praise God that he keeps his promises and he has provided the rescuer Jesus 
• Pray for a right understanding of God’s law 
• Pray for a deep appreciation of God’s grace and a continuing rejection of works religion 

 

 
 
 

 


